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ALBION is a journal of postal Diplomacy, • edited and published by 
Don Turnbull , 6 St. George's Avenue, Timperley, dheshire, England. 

The subscription rate to players participating in ALBION games ia 
announced at the start of such games. To allj others, the present 
subscription is 6d. per issue, including postage within the British 
Isles and Ireland. Overseas subscription currently available by 
all-for-all trade e-niys for special n6n- trade rates apply to th* 
editor. -< - 

ALBION records the progress of postal Diplomacy games taking place 
within the British region of AHIKS, or within the area cohered by 
the British region, AHIKS membership apart. 

Diplomacy is a- game manufactured and sold by Games Research Inc. , 
48 Wareham Street, Boston, Mass. 02118,* U.S.A. For availability 
within the British Isles consult the editor* : 

Cover by George Forster. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX^ 

The AL3I0N quartet is now complete. Further vacancies, for players 
of the left-handed F-sharp contrarclarinoon may a^ise,. and ajjplicants 
for these positions are invited to submit their own composition, 
or decomposition, for consideration* ' 

This issue of ALBION is, tragically, likely to be the largest yet, . - 
and has the additional distinction of containing proportionally less 
rubbish than any other issue , for the genuine reason that the editor , 
has written that much less* 

Included in these pages you will find an article by Allan Calhamer 
(the inventor of Diplomacy), with a reply by John McCallura. You 
will also, regrettably, find an account of the further adventures 
of Hypertweedle , and miscellaneous'Uetters referring to this most 
unpopular saga. 

The second American Diplomacy magazine comes under our eye of; 
scrutiny this issue; this is THE VOICE, published by Jeff Key* 
another •zine which is highly to be recommended. 

Apparently the new policy of pointing on different coloured paper 
at odd times throughout the pages has met with approval, and this ' 
habit will continue at least while current stocks of paper last. 
In this issue you will be treated to '.Cyclamen 1 , whatever that is; 
hopefully it wili Work better than the 'Old Gold*, on which the game 
report appeared last time, which was so totally lacking in absorbency 
that a two minute gap had to be left between the printing of each 
sheet in order to allow the ink to dry*. the box of paper has been 
sent back to the mill, where it is being subjected to a searching 
interview. 

> ■ ■■ ■ ■ ' - ■ - \ 
Here's wishing you all good reading -. something which i& too rare 
in these pages. Something will have to be done 
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A Bourse for Postal -diplomacy . 

by Allan B*. Calh$nter« 

I would like to suggest that some Postal Diplomacy magazine experiment 
with a Bourse in connection with one of its games. On the Bourse, 
subscribers who were not playing in the game Would trade the currencies 
of the Great Powers', according to the rules of the Automatic Specialist. 
The Automatic Specialist is a system that I invented for use in a 
projected stock, market game. After a few test plays, however, I 
decided that the game did not play up quite right, mainly because there 
were not enough players* . A postal Bourse run by a magazine with good 
circulation could eliminate that problem. A second problem was the 
opposite of that in Diplomacy: in Diplomacy, the game does not play 
quite r^.ght unless everybody is trying to finish first. The Bourse 
does not play quite right if ' everybody is trying to finish first at 
any cost. feus f in several games, the point scores should be totalled 
or averaged, rather than the number of first places counted. 
The players buy and sell the currencies in units of 100, with all prices 
expressed, in Diplodollars (Dd.)/ At the end of the game the fund of 
10,000 New Diplodollars (N.Dd.) is exchanged for the currency of the 
winning country. Thus if a player ends up with z¥/q of the currency 
of the winning country, his score will be-2 i *00 N.Dd. etc. In case 
of a draw, the fund is split equally among tl*e surviving countries, 
which then redeem their currency. 

The way the Automatic Specialist worked over the board, each issue 
had a separate <ajlumn of numbers by 5 ! s, somewhat as follows: 
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For the Diplomacy Bourse the numbers would have to go down td 5, and 
might get as high as 335; that represents a lot of numbers and, to 
preserve the record over a period of a year or two, it' might be necess- 
ary to shift to squared paper, with a whole sheet for each country. 
The market in each issue is a point between two of the numbers. The 
lower of the two is the bid price, the upper the asked price. Thus 
if the market in roubles is 105 bid, 110 asked, or 105/10, a player 
may sell. roubles for 105, or buy a hundred at 110. If he buys at 
110, the market immediately moves up to 110/15. If he changed his 
mind at once and sold again, he would get his 110 back, and the market 
would fall back to 105/10. If somebody else then sells 100 roubles, 
the market falls to 100/05. If» then, spmebody sells 500 roubles, 
he gets 100 for the first 100, 95 for the next, and so on down, a total 
of ?5Q Dd for the 500 roubles, and the market would stand at 75/80. 
If somebody ,now buys ^00 roubles, he gets them at 80 , 85, 90, total 
2^5, and the market stands at 90 bid. In the absence of other exper- 
ience, I think the starting bid prices should be: Piastres (or what- 
ever the Turkish unit was at the time) 225, pounds 1*K), francs 105, 
roubles 105, lire 70, florins 35, marks 20. 
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Each player starts with 200 of each currency. If there are fewer tbas 
ten players, each.might get 500 of each currency. 

When a player sends in orders, all his sell orders are executed first, 
in the order that they appear on the sheet, then all his buy orders, in 
the order they appear. If he doesn't have enough money, his buy orders 
are executed up to the point where he runs out of money. Orders from 
different players are opened as in received order. When two or more 
come in at once, chance determines. 

Since players would get a. quotation only infrequently, they have to be 
permitted to order 'buy at 50 or below 1 , f sell at 66' etc. These 
orders are executed as market orders if the conditions are met. If 
not, they are executed when the conditions are first met; but if the 
price shoots through their specified level while executing another's 
orders, their order becomes a market order, i.e. it is executed ^iext 
at whatever level the market is then at. (This is standard stock* 
exchange practice with stop-loss orders) . 

Playing over the board, we found the Automatic Specialist very conven- 
ient. The numbers below the market on each column were covered with 
that amount of money. Bills in denominations of 75»80,85 etc. were 
used to start the game off and were very convenient * Bills were cut 
out of card stock, not paper, and were about x Tj* f in size. Above 
the market, the numbers were covered with identical cards marked "lire 1 , 
'pounds' etc. Change was made with additional 5»10 and 50 bills. 
When a player bought lire, he took the lowest 'lire 1 card, and replaced 
it with the right amount of money. : The market could be seen at a 
glance by the point at which the Identical 'lire' cards left off and 
the money began. All starting denominations were one colour; every- 
thing else was identified by its own colour. 

Playing over the board, you play by rotation, and make only one trade 
of 100 units at a time. By mail, I think it. should be first come, 
first served, on as many trades as you want. 

Some players are bothered by the fact that they have_no cash to start 
off with. Cash to start with doesn't change the game any, except to 
make the total amount of money in the game vary with the number of . 
players, which means that the highest theoretical price varies. from; 
game to game. 

Many variants suggest themselves, including logarithmic increments (a 
needless pain in the neck) afid what not. I advise getting some exper- 
ience before trying variants. I suppose one might gain experience by 
playing in person, having the Boursemaster select a game from the postal 
records, keeping the choice secret, and playing out the moves on the 
board as the players buy and sell. He has to have the complete game* 
of course, and hope that nobody recognises it, and play it out correctly, 
and prepare the whole physical layout, which is a few hours work. t Then 
one should have five or six players anyway. Players:' names should be 
kept secret. It is one thing to bay Smythe* in a current game, on 
the strength of his record, another thing to buy him in a past game, 
on which the record was compiled. . 

(Vohn Smythe of Lincoln, Nebraska -? winner of the largest number of 
postal Diplomacy games in the U.S.A. Ed.) 

One could experiment with permitting players to play in the Bourse, too. 
Realistic? This way, stand-by players could play in the Bourse and 
thereby keep current with the game. 
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Incidentally, if the bid price falls to eertf, further sell or**** ore 
ignored (you don't have him '.sell' at zero). Baying *ollovs ordinary 
rules - the first hundred is' at 5 when the market is at 0/5. If a 
country is eliminated while' the £rice is above zero, the Automatic 
Specialist closes his market in the currency, 

I have thought of awarding non- transferable currency to the players 
(in their own country only). There are some problems, 1365 Dd. 
worth of marks at 20, for instance, would be 7,800 marks, which means 
that, if Germany* wins, the player would get slightly over half of the 
N.Dd, (There will be otherwise just 6,700 units of the winning 
currency around, give or take a few). But maybe this is perfectly 
fair, at least over a number of games. 

The 1,365 Dd. is the liquidation value of what the players start with. 
The 6,700 units is determined by liquidating the board and putting it 
all in one currency. You can buy just 6^,700 units with the Dd. 
obtained by liquidating the board. (You get surprisingly little 
currency when you get down to selling off at 20,15i-... in order to 
buy in at 300,305,......) 

Allan B. Calhamer, 

xxxxxxx 

The above article first came to my attention in SERENDIP number 10 
(SERENDIP, published by John McCallum, is a new magazine produced 
solely to continue publishing results of the E8EHW0N games while 
Rod Walker is in transit, so to speak). I wrote to Allan and John 
to obtain their permission to reproduce the article in ALBION. 
In the same issue of SERENDIP, John made some comments on the Bourse 
which are well worth reproducing here, with John's permission. 

Jonn McCallum 's comments . 

I think that this might make a very interesting game and one which 
would add interest to the Diplomacy scene. Diplomacy, as it stands, 
is not much of a spectator sport* Often very enjoyable for the 
player, and sometimes for the gamesmaster, few bystanders are likely 
to take much interest in the game as presently played. This addition 
gives such bystanders a chance to try their own skill in guessing the 
outcome. They can pit their judgement against all comers. It is 
also an idea that has been used before, several times, in press 
release series. It would be interesting to see it converted intp a 
game in which all can play* 

To run such a game successfully it seems to me that a 'zine would have 
to have the following characteristics: 

1. Have a wide readership. A Bourse game with only a few players 
in it would amount to no more than several fellows expressing their 
private opinions as to the Outcome of the basic Diplomacy game. There 
would be no true •market', no concensus , against which the Bourse 
players could pit their skill. Ten seems to me about the minimum 
required for a good game, and perhaps double, that number would be 
preferable. 

2. The magazine should appear frequently. *Zines in which half 
the moves are conducted by carbon-copy letter would be no good for 
this game. Those Bourse players who happened to have a friend in 
the basic game would then enjoy a tremendous advantage over the other 
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Bo%rs# jpl&yerB.*' Gne needs a 'asine in which all the information of 
the basis 'game is available equally to all the Bourse players, and is 
available promptly- \ Of course, a Bourse player with a friend in the 
basic game might still have some advantage, e.g. he might know a little 
ahead When a switch in sides was coming. This cannot be avoided and 
is true also of the real life situation that the game is trying to 
mimic. But a *zihe which frequently goes into carbon-copy repro- 
duction, so that many, though' not all, the Bourse players were cut 
off from the basic Source of information, would make the game quite 
unfair. 

taking these two factors into account' GRAUSTARK* seems to be .the 
logical place to try it out. 

(* GRAUSTARK is the oldest known postal Diplomacy magazine, edited 
by John Boartimari of Brooklyn, New York; over 170 issues have so far 
been published.* Ed.) 

Some additional minor points.' : Piastres "are correct for Turkey, 
although they are very small units.' There are 100 of them to the 
Turkish pound, which in turn is worth about a quarter of the pound 
sterling, i.e. a piastre is worth about a half cent. Turkish pounds 
are also lire, but both pounds and lire should not be used as they 
are already used for other powers. Note, though, that the Austrian 
unit-of --account at the time of our game was not the florin, but the 
crown (krone) » 

The initial values of the various currencies that Calhamer suggests 
are wildly out of line with postal experience and very much exaggerate 
the differences between the powers. At the time of writing 80 
standard 7-man games of postal Diplomacy have been completed-, with 
the following results: . . 

... w. T. 3D ^D 5D Total 

England. 12 1 2^2 2 ,1^.07 

France. 9. 3 11 10.45 

Germany. 6 k 2 2 ' 8.90 

Italy. 5 ' 1 '1 ' 5.^5 

Austria. 8 2 1 9-20 : 

Russia. 16 2 1 1 17.53 

Turkey. 11 3 3*2 2 14.^0 

Total 67 6 3 2 2 80.00 

where refers to a win, T to a split-board draw, 3D a three power 

draw, and so on. Regarding these as expectations of a win and 

converting them into starting prices for the various currencies we 

get: 

English pounds 123-1 -125 

French francs . 91 A . 90 

Gernan marks 79.1 80 

Italian lire , *f?.7 50 

Austrian crowns- ■ 80.5 80 

Russian roubles. 153.^ 155 

Turkish piastres ' 126.0 125 , 

where the second column gives the value to be used if we are content 
with values rounded to the nearest multiple of 5. These 'par values 1 
should presumably be brought up to date with the beginning of each 
Bourse game. 
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Aar to players in the basic Diplomacy game also playing in the Bourse 
game carried by the latter. Easiest would be not to permit it. 
However, if stand-by players are allowed to play, and it is one of 
the' attractions of the proposal that they would be given something to 
do while waiting, it would seem logical to allow regular players in 
as well. If so, I would not use the proposed blocked-mark scheme. 
They would be treated exactly as any other Bourse player getting 200 
units of every country's currency. After all, roost countries at 
war do possess assets in other countries which they use as best they 
can. With one exception: a player for a country would not be allowed 
to sellj though he could bay, his own currency* To allow him to do 
so would be an open invitation to suspicion of games being thrown. 
And, in any event, a belligerent power known to have little confidence 
in its chances will find little neutral credit available, thereby 
decreasing its chances. So the prohibition against selling its own 
currency would seem a realistic restriction. 

Presumably a magazine offering such a game should offer it at the 
same time as it offers the basic game. Entrance to it would be cut 
off as soon as the player-country list is published* Trading not 
permitted prior to the announcement of the player-country list but 
trading to begin immediately after that publication. (The player 
selected, rather than the details of the moves, would often be the 
crucial factor in early trading). 

Diplomacy is a peculiar game. The outcome of a given game may not 
be known far in advance. However, it is often possible, in the 
opening years to narrow the possible winners down to two. or three. . 
It is therefore my guess that it will be difficult to make a large 
•killing' in Diplobourse because it will never be possible to buy the 
currency of potential winners cheaply. The exception would be in the 
case of a drawn game. An astute bystander who senses that a game 
would go to a draw might, in that case, be able to buy cheaply and net 
a considerable gain. 

There are a surprising number of economists in Diplomacy. Smythe, 
Pournelle and Koning are all college lecturers in Economics. I 
don»t know whether they would be interested in such a simple market 
game as this, but I certainly hope that someone tries this out to 
give them a chance to see. I am tempted, Allan, I am tempted. 

John McCallum. 

xxxxxxx 

And so say I. 

With postal Diplomacy only just finding its feet in the British 
Isles, any added factor which encourages new players to join in, . 
at whatever level of participation, would be welcome indeed. 
However, before discussing this matter further, I would like to 
print a letter which I received from Allan Calhamer, which mentions 
certain complications implicit in the Automatic Specialist. After 
this the possibilities of ALBION running a Diplobourse will be 
considered and the quectibn posed to readers in the British Isles. 
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From Allan B. Calhamer, 321 W. Calendar Ave., Apt, 2E, La Grange t 
Illinois 60$25, U.S.A. 

Deer Don, ',, . y , .. 

Thanks for your letter and your interest in Diplomacy. :I would be 
quite happy to have you copy the article on the Bourse; however, 
some of the inciclsntal arithmetic 'on' the subject of how much money 
is in circulation "etc. is incorrect. The economics of the Automatic 
Specialist are; interesting and a little tricky. 

For example, 4? ; all the currencies start at 100 bid, selling off six 
of them/ to plump into the seventh, as Would happen at the end of a 
game, yielfis 6x5x( 1+2 +3+. \ ...... .+20). However, if the opening 

prices vary from- 100, but average 100, according to my suggestions, 
the total amount thus liquidated is higher, because a sale at 100-^Jy 
does not yield enough to make a purchase at 100+^. (If it did, 
beggars could ridel) | 

I would appreciate it very much if you would send me ALBION. 
I am glad to hear that Diplomacy' continues to sell in Britain, 
though I knew this also from other sources. £ believe that Britain 
is potentially one of the best of markets for Diplomacy, although 
its recent history has been one primarily of tenacity. Perhaps 
the founding of A&BI0N i s an" indicator, and will be a cause, of 
growth. 

I do not know of other English groups. Perhaps tto- people who 
market Diplomacy th^re ,.cpuld advise' vou. ; ' 
Thanks again ,£or your communication. 
Yours very truly, 

Allan B. Calhamer, * 
Inventor of Diplomacy. s 

xxxxxxx 

In reading the above, remember that mathematicians (and presumably 
economists) use the symbol ^ to indicate 'a small amount'. The 
meaning of the relevant section above is then obvious. 

The arithmetic certainly is a little tricky, as I have found when 
trying to confirm some of the figures appearing in the original 
article. 

Take the 1365 Dd. figure first. . This is obtained by assuming that 
all currencies start at 100 selling price, and that a player manages 
to sell off all- his currencies into Dd. before any other player has 
had an order considered. He would then get 100 Dd. for each 100 
units of currency, then 95 Dd. for the second 100 units; 7x100 
plus 7x95 is 136^ Od* Correct* ■ This is also true if the opening 
sell prices average 100, since the average sell prices of the 
second block of ; -,-1Q0 .units would be 95 1 and the same arithmetic 
holds true- . ..-,.."' 

I cannot agree^ however, with the figure of 6,700. ' If all the 
currencies st&rt at "fp6 sell, then players would be able to sell 
until the selling price readhed 5, at which point ho further selling 
in that currency would be allowed. I reckon that 10 players each 
of whom sells off his holding in each currency, would be sufficient 
to take the sell-prices down to zero. , The total yield, in Dd. 
would then be 7350, according to my calculations. The difficulty 
arises when the currencies start at selling prices which differ 
from, but average, 100. For a start, more players would be needed 
to ensure that all currencies reached selling prices of zero. 
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However I an not entering into this factor in more detail - the 
question of how much money is around seems rather an academic one, 
and to fix it would not make any difference to the actual running 
of the game, which is the factor I am principally concerned with. 
To return to the latter question: 

If we. look again at John McCallura's suggestions for the type of 
magazine most suited to running the game (with which I agree entirely) 
coupled with a suggestion in the original article, I think ALBION 
could fit the bill very well, for the following reasons; 

1) ALBION is issued regularly. - we seem to be falling into a 
frequency of about one. issue per fortnight, which is certainly 
sufficient for the purposes stated. Agreed we give builds (and 
wj.ll' be giving retreats) by carbon-copy, but it" won 1 1 be any great- 
hardship to send such copies to those playing in the Bourse and not 
in the game, providing subscriptions cover the postage. Also, if 
my second suggestion below is adopted, the carbon-copy factor won't 
enter .the question at all. And 1 think we can keep up the present 
publication frequency, give or take a few days. 

2) ' Clearly, we have not enough subscribers in the country to play 
a worthwhile Bourse,, unless those currently playing in ALBION 69/1 
could be, involved, in which case the criticisms concerning game 
players also participating in the Bourse apply. BUT we have quite 
enough players if the Bourse is .no.t. based on a current ALBION game , 
but on another game already completed. For a start, the basic 1 
Diplomacy game would be American, and few, if any, players could 
recognise it, since few American Diplomacy magazines are owned 

over here. Similarly, even if the names of the players were 
announced (which they wouldn't be), no-one would recognise thera. ' 

If these suggestions are adopted, I would first find a suitable 
complete game on which to base the Bourse, and obtain the permission 
of the appropriate editor to reproduce it. The. game moves would 
be printed in each issue of ALBION , together with the. Bourse prices 
etc. Of course, there would be no press releases as such, unless 
I choose to comment on the current Bourse situation with respect to 
prices etc. I would handle all the transactions centrally, and 
there would be a small fee to cover printing of necessary detail. 

We w.'uld need to find more players, of course, even if" we allowed 
the players in ALBION 69/-1 to join in; that would give us nine 
players, assuming the current British non-playing subscribers were 
interested. This is perhaps not quite enough; however further 
plugging in the regional bulletin might bring in & few more, and 
after all - there are plenty of Diplomacy owners "in the British 
Isles and all we need to do is find them...... 

So there it is - quite possible, seemingly. I will now sit back 
and await response to the articles and the suggestion that we give 
it a try. Any comments, suggestions etc. will be durely welcome 
and will be printed in the next ALBION, subject to the usual 
limitations. 

xxxxxxx 

We now pass on to our regular features. There is a game report, 
fellas - just be patient. 



In addition to the letter received from Allan Calhamer, above, 
the ALBION offices have been subjected to a deluge of other letters, 
reproduced below. Others arriving before publication day will be 
printed after the game report, press releases etc, (You've guessed 
it - this particular page is being written a full week before the 
next deadline; advance preparation such as this helps enormously 
to keep to the announced publication dates, and my thanks are due to 
those contributors who sent in their contributions well in advance). 

To the Editor. 
Dear Sorr, 

Hoots, mon, yeir haverin*. Ah keep speirin 1 in yoor michty muckle 
bookie aboot 'England* movin 1 her braw sojers aboot, as weel as a 1 
her wee boaties. When wull ye Sassenachs frae sooth o' the Boarder 
reealise? Ye ken verra weel that it f s no 'England 1 , but 'Scoatland', 
or, if ye reeally must, 'Britain 1 . 

A 1 the bonny sojer laddies are frae Bonnie Scoatland, onywie, so 
dinny blether sae muckle havers, ye wee nyaff , an' drie yer ain 
weerd, else Ah'll come doon therr an' stoat yis yin, an' pit the 
heed in. 

Your humble and obediant servant, 

Hamish Angus McTavish McTaggart McGregor. 

To the great and wonderous scribe of the Earthling periodical AIBION. 
Greetings, Oh masterly commander of the vocal arts. 
It is with much amazement that we learn that the descendants of the 
Men of the Middle Earth have progressed as far as experimenting (?) 
experiencing with Hyperspace, 

We would not have known of this amazing fact, were it not for some 
of our scouts who discovered (?) uncovered a wandering stranger, 
moving through our lands. We were unable to converse with this 
person, as our translating scribe/wizard was absent, but by means 
of signs we ascertained that he was, by name, Hypertweedle, and that 
he was fleeing from a cell where he had been incarcerated (?) 
incinerated for disturbing the peace. By using the fourth-dimension, 
he had inadvertently passed through the ****** (untranslatable) 
through a reft in the waft (?) warp (?) weave into our Kingdom, We 
helped him on his way through the gap in the veil between our two 
worlds, and are greatly rejoiced to learn that you have advanced so 
far along the paths of knowledge. 

It is with regret, however, that we must inform you that we have 

placed guards over the reft to prevent this happening again, not, let 

us hasten to add, that we wish to avoid discourse with you, but 

purely as a safeguard for your own protection. As we have progressed 

far beyond the fourth-, up to the sixth-, and are even now attempting 

to understand the secrets of the seventh-dimension, should any of 

your people pass into our lands, they would be rendered even more 

insane than they are at present by the overwhelming **** (untranslatable). 

We trust that we will continue to learn of your progress through the 

medium of your excellent series in your distinguished (?) extinguished 

magazine, and we earnestly (?) frankestly beseech you not to give way 

to the clamourings of the more backward of your readers, especially 

that imbecilic Scotsman, but carry on regardless. 

May the protection of the Lords of Good watch over you and your 

ancestors, forever. 

Signed. Atanatar IX, King of Gondor, Eriandor & the North-lands. 
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The unusual letter planted on page 10 was delivered at the ALBICW 
offices recently by & small human-like figure, who brought with him* 
as a sign of goodwill and friendship, a bottle of potent liquor, 
which has since been consumed with great delight (and some bail) by 
the ALBION staff. We have decided to return the compliment by 
sending this charming messenger a crate of stout, but cannot trace 
the correct address to which to send this token of the British way 
of life. Can any reader help? 

We are aware that most readers will have no trouble in deciphering 
the letter; however, just in case some difficulty is encountered, 
we append a translation (more strictly a transliteration) below. 

To the noble Editor, 
Greetings , 

How wonderful to see the name of hobbits appear in your superb maga- 
zine. Please continue to print your exciting serial about Hyperspace, 
and keep to your promise to describe us in a future issue. 
After the downfall of Sordaur, we became very interested in hyper- 
space as well, and have become extremely advanced in this subject, 
far more than you appear to have done. As a result, if you ever 
require any assistance, please do not hesitate to call upon us for 
help. 

You realise that Hypertweedle is obviously a member of the Took of 
Great Smial's clan, near West March, It ie apparent to anyone that 
he ie descended from Bolgar Took, who changed his name upon the 
occasion of his marriage to Primula 3racegirdle, taking that of 
Tweekle, from the name of his house at Tweek, and the last two 
letters of his wife's and Great-aunt's Brandybuck's name. Apparently 
this great and glorious name of Tweekle has been corrupted by the 
Earthlings into Tweedle. 

As for the name Hyper, this frequently occurs amongst the many 
family trees of Hobbiton. 

We are eagerly awaiting more of this gallant fellow's adventures, 
and we beg to remain, 
Your humble servants, 
Bolbo of Bag End, 

Meriadoc the Magnificent, Master of Buckland, 
Samwise, Mayor of the Shire. 

xxxxxxxxx 

The ALBION editor acknowledges with thanks the description of the 
hobbits received at the editorial offices recently. Copywright 
does not permit us to reproduce the description word for word, but 
we hope that the following 'potted 1 version will suffice. The 
staff acknowledge the original source as 'The Fellowship of the Ring' 
by J. R.R.Tolkien, 

Hobbits - a very ancient people of principally agricultural bent, 
peace-loving and spiritual. Technologically not so far advanced 
as humans, their understanding of simple mechanical devices being 
plentifully sufficient for their needs. They are small in stature, 
between two and four feet of our measure, and are fond of brightly- 
coloured clothes, particularly green and yellow. There are three 
different breeds, the Harfoots (mountain folk), the Stoors (more 
pastoral in inclination) and the Fallohides (woodland folk). 
With thanks to John Robertson, who brought the matter to our notice. 
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And now, without further ado, we move right along to the 
FURTHER ADVENTURES OF HYPERTIJEEDLE . 

At the end of our last episode, you will remember that we left our 
hero entering the suite of the villanous Grand Vizier, in all innocence 
and hippy clothes* We should pause at this point to summarize the 
nature etc* of this most recent addition to our cast list. 

The Grand Vizier was black in heart, soul, mind, collar and cuffs. 
He had reached his status in the kingdom by means of the most subver- 
sive activities ever to be put on paper (which ALBION certainly will 
not do). However, he wasn't altogether ignorant, and had the enviable 
quality of never tackling a new foe without knowing the extent of the 
powers of the latter, a policy much sought after, but never acheived, 
by present-day politicians. He had therefore taken the trouble to 
read all the right books and consult the right oracles and tutors 
before opening fire against Hypertweedle. During his researches, 
he had happened upon a most important piece of information, up to now 
deliberately hidden from our readers for the very good reason that I 
have only just thought of it. The fact is that Hypertweedle, despite 
his boast of being able to command an apparently infinite number of 
dimensions, could only in fact control four, and the fourth was (you 
have guessed it) time. 

I know, I know - it f s contrived, but who's writing the darned story 
anyway??? 

The Grand Vizier had therefore, all armed with fiendish plot and 
waxed moustache, prepared a dastardly trap with which to remove 
Hypertweedle from the kingdom for ever. 

Now for the story. 

Hypertweedle, entering the lounge of the Grand Vizier's suite, and 
seeing the hordes of ravishing maidens that surrounded him, failed 
to notice a rather peculiar fact about the room. He sank, all 
unknowing, into a deep soft sofa, where he was ministered to (ALBION 
is a clean magazine) by a trio of beautiful damsels. The Grand 
Vizier summoned the tea, and soon Hypertweedle had been lulled into 
a totally false sense of security, marred only by a loud ticking 
which he was too lazy to trace to its source. 

Oh careless Hypertweedle! Oh miserable fellow! 

The Grand Vizier, luxuriating (if there is such a word) in his 
power and the success of his plot, finally couldn't wait any longer. 
He dismissed the damsels with a wave, sat facing the recumbent 
Hypertweedle , and fixed him with an icy gaze. 

"Prepare to die", admonished the Grand Vizier. 
Hypertweedle riposted with an original reply. 
"Oh yeah?" he said. 

"Oh yes", firmly corrected the Grand Vizier - wicked yes, but 
beautifully brought up. "I am going to kill you". 

"Hm", said Hypertweedle, allowing his gaze to wander around the room, 
in readiness for a spot of time travel away from this discomfort. 
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It was then that he noticed the rather remarkable feature I told 
you about. The room contained no fewer than one hundred and forty- 
seven clocks (and you thought it was a bomb! Well well); not that 
there was anything so amazing about that, except for the fact that 
they were all set at completely different times. 

Now hearken t dear readers, while the gruesome extent of the Grand 
Vizier's plan is unfolded. You see, if you can travel in time, you 
must know what time you left, otherwise, after the trip, you don't 
know what time to go back to. It's no use just popping up anywhen. 
Therefore, before Hypertweedle could escape, he had to know the right 
time, and he had left his watch in the bathroom, like everyone else 
does. 

However he was only momentarily disconcerted; in a casual way he 
rose and strolled over to the telephone, dialling the number which 
the code book announced would connect him to the speaking clock. 

Of course, the code book was wrong (it always is), and poor Hyper- 
tweedle was connected, in quick succession, with the following 
indignant subscribers (and they had all left their watches in the 
bathroom as well):- 

Mrs. Honoria Blenkinsop, spiritualist and medium; one of the French 
Governments; the Prime Minister, just leaving for his holiday; the 
warden of a Lunatic Asylum; Alex Wintergreen; the Prime Minister, 
enjoying his holiday; Eustace f featherstonehaugh, under-Secretary 
(at least that's where he said he was); the Governor of Dartmoor 
Prison; the Prime Minister, returning from holiday; the Imprudential 
Assurance Company; Bill Burkins, gravedigger and mason to the trade; 
the Prime Minister, just 'off for the weekend'; Les Sexie Perfumiers 
of Bond Street, perfume as worn; Dolores Everredy, French and judo 
lessons, flat 5, ring three times; the Prime Minister, seizing a 
moment's relaxation; the office of the Government's new 'Dig Up 
The Roads' plan for congesting traffic; the Prime Minister, annoyed 
to be woken from his well deserved sleep; the Income Tax authorities, 
busy thinking up new laws to act retrospectively; a recording of 
Millicent Martin singing the aria from 'Hair'; the Prime Minister, 
eating his breakfast; the ALBION offices; the telephone exchange 
(most unusual to get them); the Prime Minister, eating his lunch; 
Lionel Bart, annoyed to be disturbed in his perusal of old song 
books; the Prime Minister, eating dinner as the guest of the Spanish 
embassy; Battersea Dogs' Home, on temporary loan to Barking; the 
Prime Minister, eating dinner as the guest of the Yorkshire Pudding 
Preservation Society; William Shakespeare; the Avalon Hill Company; 
the Prime Minister, eating dinner (anonymously) in a Soho night club; 
Bergan Flodpish; the Prime Minister,, eating dinner again; a fizzing 
sound, reminiscent of Andrew's Liver Salts; the BBC Light Programme; 
the Ministry for Prevention of Pleasure; the Prime Minister, undergoing 
hospital care for extreme mental exhaustion. 

At this point Hypertweedle gave up the unequal struggle. Putting 
the phone back on the hook, he turned slowly to face his adversary, 
defeat written all over his face. Wiping off the marks with his 
handkerchief, he drew himself up defiantly, stuck out his jaw and 
waited for the end. 

He did not have long to wait. 
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THE END. 
xxxxxxx 

And so we bring to an untimely end our moat uninteresting cereal in 
three parts (one snap, one crackle, and one pop). 
Of course, many questions remain unanswered, which is as it should 
be- However, we cannot promise that Hypertweedle will not once 
more grace our pages. The fact is that communications with our 
ace reporter, on location with Hypertweedle, were cut at the crucial 
moment, and it may be that they will be re-established sometime in 
the future. We just don't know any of the answers, nor will we 
until our reporter disentagles himself from the serving wench with 
whom he has become ' involved* B 

We promise that we will do our best to tell you the outcome of the 
Grand Vizier's murder attempt, and any further items of interest. 

xxxxxx 

Now, it is our great pleasure to announce that Auntie Edith has been 
taken onto the permanent staff of ALBION. Her problem page will, 
we hope, be a regular feature in future issues. Her first problem 
has already reached us. 

Dear Auntie Edith, 

I saw in the last ALBION that you have a column, wherein you solve 
problems with tact, sympathy and soothing words. Enclosed please 
find a cheque for i2,000 and my problem, which I beg you to solve 
as it is driving me insane. 

The whole trouble is that nobody loves me. Everywhere I go, people 
boo and shout at me, and try to hit me with sticks and things. Every 
time I try to make friends, I get slapped, or shouted at, or else 
the people ignore me. I cannot understand why this should be, as 
I am really a very kind, peacable, lovable person. 

Please, please Help me, Auntie Edith, as I am all alone in the world, 
and I have no friends, and the utter horror of it all is driving me 
insane . 

Giovanni Lollobrigida. 
Dear Giovanni, 

You think you have a problem - where the hell is the cheque??? 
However, we mustn't let nasty money spoil our relationship, must 
we? My advice to you is as follows. 

Have you never been told how wrong it is for two young people to do 
such things? After all, the whole wonderful vista of life is in 
front of you - are you wise to sip the fruits of experience, only 
to lose the joy of discovering them later in life, when your emotions 
are more equipped to cope with them? 

Do you know, also, that this sort of behaviour can only lead to 
sorrow and sadness, and the misery of a life which was cruelly spent 
too early? What you need, my dear Giovanni, is an absorbing hobby 
which will take your mind off your present habits - needlework I have 
always found to be a great comfort to me in my times of distress and 
taut emotions. 

I do hope you will heed this advice and leave your silly past behind 
you. Remember that the race is not always to the swiftest. 
Your affectionate Auntie Edith. 



REPORT. 
The moves: 

Austria (Nethercot); 



England (Munro) ; 

France (Watson) ; 

Germany (Newcorabe); 

Italy (Robertson); 
Russia (Hancock); 

Turkey (Wood) ; 
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Autumn 1902, 



F(Tri)-ADS. A(Alb)-Tri. 

A (Bud) S A(Alb)-Tri. A(Vie)-Tyr , 

No orders received. 

F(NWG) stands. A(Edi) stands. 

F(NTH) stands. 



F(Spa-NC) stands. 
A(Bel) S A(Bur). 
A(Bur) S A(Bel). 

F(BAL) stands. 
A(Hol) stands. 
A(Pru)-War . 

A(Tyr)-Mun , 
F(IOS) stands. 



F(ENC) S A(Bel). 
A(Pic) S A(Bel). 



F(Ska) S F(BAL). 
A(Mun) stands. 



A(Ven) stands. 
F(Apu) S F(IOS). 



A(War) stands. A(Liv) S A(War). 
F(Nor) stands. A(Swe) S F(Nor) • 
F(GoB) S A(Swe). F(Rura) stands. 



F( EMS) -IPS . 

A(Gre)-Alb. 
A( Con) -Bui. 



F(AES) S F(EMS)-I0S. 
A(Bul)-Gre. 



Notation:- S=supports* Underlined moves fail , 

ADS = Adriatic Sea. 
Retreats:- none. 

Builds. 



England builds 0 for 5. 
Austria builds 0 for 4. 
Italy builds 0 for k. 
France builds 1 for 6. 
Germany builds 0 for 5» 
Russia builds 1 for 7- 
Turkey builds 0 for 5. 



(Spain). 
(Norway) . 



Deadline for Winter 1905 builds . 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 6th. Carbon-copy notification. 



In all'wv nis*ty-nine years as a reader of your paper, I have never 
seen so rauc by rubbish printed as has been written recently. 
All this poppycock and piffle about a bunch of blinking dagoes 
havin' a go at some other bunch of German chappies in some dirty 
corner of the world, while all the time a blasted Frog fleet is 
sailing up the ENGLISH CHANNEL I 

What the blue blazes was the English fleet doing? Sitting about 
on their tarred bottoms, drinking tea, I'll wager. It's all the 
fault of that new chap, Fisher* No guts, the modern generation, 
none of 'em. I said at the time he was appointed First Sea Lord 
that no good would come of it. All this nonsense about battleships 
and cruisers. Rubbish. Sailing ships were good enough for me, and 
they are still good enough for nowadays. All they have done is put 
up the Income Tax another 2d. to 1/1 1d in the £. 
If you don't stop printing rubbish, and draw the attention of your 
readers to the dangers of permitting a French fleet to sail up OUR 
channel, then I will cancel ray subscription and take out one with 
the Moscow weekly. 
Your servant, Sir, 

Vice-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson Hornblower, KN (retd.) t KGC, KGM etc. 
Extract from the Hew York Herald Tribune . 

The nation-wide strike of Italian longshoremen has today 

entered its third week. Liners from all over the world lie tied 
up in their berths, waiting to be unloaded. The strike, which was 
started when the men were ordered to unload an Austrian ship, looks 
like spreading even further, and reports are coming in that the 
Mafiosa are 'asking 1 other unions to come out in sympathy. The 
39 members of the Hauliers and Truckers Union, who were asked last 
week, are reported as making splendid recoveries in the New York 
General Hospital. 

25 i 000 Italians and I tali an- Americans marched down Broadway yester- 
day, in a protest at the anti-Italian feelings in the newspapers, 
and also as a protest against the unprovoked attack of Austrian 
troops upon the peace-loving Motherland* The Austrian Embassy 
was attacked and burned to the ground, and all German flags were 
pulled down by the marchers. Their number was swelled by the 
addition of many Czech, Slovak, Magyar and Croatian refugees from 
the despotic rule of Austria, who saw their chance to bring to the 
world's attention the unhappy plight of their compatriots under 
Austro-Hungarian rule. 

Extract from the Manchester Guardian , 

Yesterday, all the fish-and-chip shops, ice-cream shops and ice- 
cream barrows refused to serve any customers, and Mancunians went 
hungry all day. This unexpected act was in protest against the 
British Government 1 s attitude towards the cowardly attack by units 
of the Austrian army upon the customs officials at the Tyrolean/ 
Austrian border. As reports of the atrocities committed by the 
Austrian troops spread, the feelings of the peaceful Italians are 
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roused: Already, any German or Austrian family residing here has 
been stoiied, e^rfrim^/'litp "it\that>ven worse is in store for them. 
Tbe^-pollice^have. been called .put '.'in fWce to try to sto^ these out- 
breaks of violence, but even more help is needed. 

GIANT .SALE ! MAMMOTH reductions : 

For genuine bargains, come to Lollobrigida ! B. 
All prices slashed, for next week only. 

Just in at fantastically low prices: 

k Austrian destroyers, in excellent condition, grey colour. Would 
make an excellent conversion to a cabin-cruiser, or a really up-to-date 
fishing boat. Offers. 

1 Austrian battlecruiser. Although slightly large for the average 
boat-owner, this luxurious ship, beautifully finished in mahogany 
throughout, would make an excellent conversion to a luxury holiday 
yacht, or even, with a few minor alterations, a magnificent cruise 
ship. 12x11" naval guns thrown in free. Offers over 250,000 
million lire. 

Always a favourite! 6,000 job lots of 30 Austrian guns, recently 
acquired in the Tyrol. All in fairly good working condition. 
Ideal for grouse-shooting, peasant -shoo ting or just having a rumble. 
5,000 lire each bundle. 

Real Mod Gear. Be the first to look a real swinging dish with our 
new hit: REAL Austrian army jackets, complete with buttons, insignia, 
belts, side-arms etc. All ranks from private to Brigadier-General. 
These items are in very good condition, apart from some moth holes 
in the chest and some slight stains surrounding them. However these 
are easily removed, or could even add to the authenticity. 

Many other genuine bargains, just in from the Tyrol. 

Army boots, steel helmets, knapsacks etc. Send for our free lists 
TODAY. 

DON'T DELAY - COME LOLLOBRIGIDA WAY: 

Extracts from The Lyre, official organ of the Italian Government . 

Tyrol border . Once again our gallant Italian troops have driven 
off ferocious Austrian attacks upon our frontier. These swarms of 
ill-equipped, ill-fed, ragged men, attempting to recapture the 
glorious Italian province of Tyrol, were beaten back with contemptuous 
ease, and with such a heavy loss of life, that observers noted that 
the last few attacks were made only by the Austrian commanders 
forcing their dupes forward at gun-point. 

As I look down from the heights guarding the new Italian-Austrian 
border, I can see the slopes littered with enemy dead and wounded, 
while here and there gallant Italian medics move about trying to save 
the latter. This brave work still goes on, in spite of the barbaric 
Austrian attacks upon these gallant, unarmed wearers of the Red 
Cross. Numbers of our gallant corpsmen have already lost their 
lives in attempts to bring medical attention to the fallen foe, shot 
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down by the treacherous dogs they were trying to save. 
An appeal has been made to the International Red Cross for assistance 
in supplying the numerous refugees with the necessities. Already 
thousands have poured across the border from Austria, and many more 
are expected. Those who managed to escape being shot down by the 
Austrian troops in their attempt to cross, tell harrowing tales of 
the atrocities committed upon them by the Czech, Slovak and Serbian 
levies, brought up to this part by the vicious Emperor, Franz Josef. 
Obviously, this mad dog does not intend to leave anyone alive within 
the reach of Italian freedom and prosperity. 

Venice . News reached here today of an attempt by Austrian ships to 
land a party of Marines upon Italian shores, in a supposed attack on 
Venice. 

This laughable incident was brought to a fitting climax when the 
entire force surrendered to a group of Italian washer-women, on 
their way to the river to wash some clothes. Upon seeing the green 
jackets the women were carrying, the Austrians, obviously thinking 
they were soldiers, threw down their arms and begged for mercy. The 
sailors, seeing this, immediately hauled down the Austrian eagle in 
token of their surrender, and the entire party fell into our hands. 

Ionian Sea . On board the flagship •Veedeeceecee 1 . At dawn today, 
elements of the Italian and Turkish fleets met up in accordance with 
the secret plan jointly agreed by the two countries last week. 
The first part of the plan having been carried out, preparations 
were immediately put in hand for the concerted attack upon Austrian 
forces within the next few days. Meanwhile, the Italian and Turkish 
seamen continue to mingle freely, enjoying each other's hospitality. 
The Turkish commander, Abdul-C, kindly sent 15 Greek slaves to the 
Italian commander, Don Juan Peecapizza, upon which Don Juan ordered 
the floating bordello to be loaned to the Turkish fleet for a while. 

It is to be hoped that, in the near future, the joint alliance of 
Italy and Turkey will see the downfall of the Austrian Empire, and 
the freedom of all the oppressed races within the boundaries of this 
totalitarian regime. 

Rome . Today, all Italy mourns. Mme Matheiu, the French Ambassador, 
who was unexpectedly recalled to France, left this .morning upon the 
express for her native soil. Crowds of weeping Italians followed 
her bed as it was carried by members of the Cabinet to the station. 
It was a fitting vehicle for her departure, as she had entertained 
so many of Italy's leading politicians, scientists, generals, admirals 
and chief s-of -staff on it. In a farewell ceremony at the station, 
Italy's Premier pinned the medal of the Grand Order of the Hip-Bath 
to her cheek, and kissed her. 

(We apologise to our readers for a transposition - the last passage 
should have concluded ...pinned a medal and kissed her cheek). 

The Rome Police are still searching for the master-spy who has 
betrayed so many political, scientific and military secrets to the 
French. Although hampered by the need to control the crowds at the 
departure of Mme Mathieu, they are confident that an early arrest 
will be made. 
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News Flash from Rome . 

At 0*100 hours this morning, in agreement with a secret treaty with 
Austria, Russia and France, Italian troops started to move out of 
Tyrol. The recent, unprovoked attacks by the German forces upon 
Belgian territory had caused a sincere abhorrence amongst the countries 
surrounding Germany, and it was agreed by the four concerned, namely 
Italy, France, Austria and Russia, that stern measures would have to 
be undertaken to deal with the besotted German Emperor, Little Willie 
the One-Armed Bandit. 

Accordingly, a treaty was signed, by which Italian troops would 
start withdrawal from the Tyrol, thus freeing Austrian forces to 
concentrate their attention upon their back doors, where the unspeak- 
able Turk is attempting to overrun the neutral Balkans. Meanwhile 
France, Russia and Italy would immediately launch an overwhelming 
attack upon the German forces, and show the 'Orrible *Un just what 
total war was really like. All too often has the descendant of 
Attila terrorised peaceful countries. Now, the shoe is on the 
other foot, and the German people are about to receive it where it 
hurts the most. 
Giovanni Lollobrigida. 

Vienna . 

The following statement was issued this morning by the Austrian 
Foreign Office. 

His Majesty the Emperor has directed me to inform all heads of 
Governments that he will no longer tolerate the continued barbaric 
acts now being perpetrated by the Franco-Italian Latins. Mindful 
that the future of World Culture and the interests of European 
civilisation are at stake he hereby proclaims that a state of inter- 
dict exists along the boundaries of his Brothers Germany and Turkey. 
Be it therefore so ordered that any man guilty of taking up arms 
against his Brothers or his Brothers 1 subjects is condemned to be 
quaderat demonstrandum. Ipso Facto Kaput. Likewise his heirs 
assigns ultra vires. 

Note - from - Professor_ferl # Stricknene v ^ 

The proclamation of an ultra vires state of interdiction was last 
ordered during the reign of Max 6jrd (1237-1268). It means that 
the subjects, serfs and dependents of the guilty parties may be or 
may be caused to be quaderated (quad-made square, erat-for ever). 
In strictly legal terms this implies condemnation to the old Teutonic 
Torture (the old T.Ts., not to be confused with the old D.Ts). 
The modern twentieth century interpretation is that all subjects who 
are citizens of the countries within the interdict lose all property 
rights, diplomatic rights and must leave the country applying the 
interdict within 2k hours. Failure to do so means arrest and imprison- 
ment. It can be likened to a declaration of war BUT it can be 
revolted without notice; a formal declaration of war can only be 
terminated by a peace treaty. In effect it implies that the German, 
Turkish and Austrian Governments are fed up with France and Italy, 
but it does NOT follow that they are in alliance. In certain quarters 
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the declaration of a state of interdict will be aeea as * direct 
challenge to the imperialistic ambitions of France who we now know 
is firmly allied to Italy and England. 

Vienna M.O.I* 

Senior officials are most surprised at the amateurish attempts being 
made by Franco-I t alian propagandists to hide the obvious treaty 
arrangements which exist between their respective states. They feel 
that their statements have done nothing to cover up the confusion 
which now exists in Rome and Paris. The Austrian Government now 
believes that the current military situation in Europe is about to 
be transformed during the next few years. We can expect to see certain 
major shiftB in the balance of power. The high command are known to 
be in favour of a strictly defensive posture, even if this means 
accepting the Italian invasion of the Tyrol. Peace has always been 
the mainstay of Imperial foreign policy and it should not go un- 
noticed that Italy was the aggressor. By attacking Austria, Italy 
was immediately cast out of the house of civilised nations and will 
reap the whirlwind she deserves. It is most unlikely that The 
Emperor will permit any renewal of relations with either Italy or 
France whilst the Tyrol remains under foreign domination. 

News flash. 

Sultan-A and Buda in conference stop FORMAL DECLARATION OF WAR 
AGAINST FRANCE AND ITALY stop 

Austro-Hungarian Newsagency SPECIAL RELEASE. 

The following statement was issued this morning by Prince Michael 
of Buda. 

•In the last few hours we have been notified by the Governments of 
Turkey and Germany that the recent statement issuing from Rome to 
the effect that Turkey and Italy had signed an alliance is a complete 
falsehood. We have been in constant communication with both these 
Governments and there is now no doubt whatever that this latest 
example of Italian double-dealing has deepened the present inter- 
national crisis. We wish it to be known that this Government will 
stand by its undertakings and honour all agreements made or to be 
made in the future. Aided and abetted by the larls Latinist clique 
of De Gaul the Italian state has now irrevocably turned aside from 
the path of civilised behaviour. The Emperor has therefore directed 
me to inform all Governments that a formal state of War exists between 
this state and the states of Italy and France. 1 

Signed 

Michael of Buda. 
Berlin . 

Once more, our beloved Kaiser, supreme warlord and commander of the 
armed forces, has changed his mind. I am instructed that all units 
have been ordered to rest, and our army of the East has been ordered 
to spend some time in a Polish holiday resort, following a kind 
invitation from the Tsar of all the Russias. The Kaiser himself 
has visited the troops in Flanders, to boost their morale so that 



tiiaf might Tight the harder for peace. He remains confidant that 
hia armies will push tha French over tha Pyrenees* and thus literate 
Franco to Oeman rule. Xn addi-easing the troops, the Kaiser pithily 
expressed oar war ai*e aa folio**;- "the Franks" ruled Qormany and tte 
heartland of norihsrnJFranee in the day* of Cfcar lanugo* • 1 am tha 
spiritual desoendont of Cfowlejfcgne and it is my sacred duty to 
liberate the T&uQtiJfo otate from the usurping rule of the Gauls". 
Despite tha rajptarou^ acclaim nhieh greeted bis words, tha Kaiser 
«W*a*»d rtis^liatf ijd/ ; "Skmn the insipid **** of €«*Bfto an* 
timtf$&m n # «|^toflt* ^*a*, 10 §§* op' w M our Empire 

of good Bhanin^ Book ani Pilsner Boar", 

Bulow. 

Paris . . ■ 

M. EE OAHL SPEAKS SO *gS KA2X&L 

la on of fort to throw oil on tha turbulent waters of the international 
scene and tooalm the Gaelic races, M. So Qaul today spoke to the 
French nation. Ha ssj&ed on all national loaders to cease their 
potty bickering and work for the preservation of peace in Europe. 

On the subject of the German attack on Belgium he said;* "I, the 
French nation t : do not wish to 'be dragged into conflict with my 
esteemed neighbour Kaiser Bill t but should an attack be launched on 
our protectorate again, French forces will take retaliatory sot ion. 
A stiff protest note has been sent to the Kaiser to this effect. 
Also I am pleased to announce the re-opening of talks with Germany 
on the subject of Holland. Germany has agreed to a referendum 
on the future of this French possession; should the Dutch vote for 
the Kaiser then Prance will relinquish all claims to her and her 
people: should the reverse be tho case, German troops will withdraw 
peaceably from 8©llaad n , 

Ho continued:- "It hfcfi been brought to my notice by certain of the 
ambassadors* that ^several countriea have suggested" that tha fleet 
in the fingUah Channel should be used to attack England instead of 
protect her. Such suggestions are to be deplored by all peace- 
loving and thinking son* England has for, aoae time, and will 
remain^ France's closeat ally- A defense pact between us has 
been in ..operation for some time and wiH continue to operate* Any 
nation thinking of attacking England will nave Trance to answer to 
also". 

The Emperor went on to say that he would not tolerate nations, 
attempting to use France to their own ends. He stated that he was 
glad to receive Russians apology on the nisunderstanding over 
F.A.R.C.E. and conveyed hia apologies to Sultan-A for the unpreced- 
ented attack on his character in the French Press. "Such a thing 
will not happen again , and the newspaper responsible has been heavily 
fined", he said. 

The Emperor's speech was followed by Tom and Jerry, another oartoon 
programme* 

Malcolm Do Gaul. 



Moscow . 

Uhe %zeir recently iosued the following ultimatums to both the German 
and British Governments! 

To the . German .<*ow£toWit) . Ifeere sfcoald be no doubt in the mind of 
the Kaiser that there would be swift and devastating reprisalc if 
the forces deployed, by the Ger^axm should atl&ekj in any way, any 
lands which are under the protection of the Russian people. The 
very fact of their deployment in their present positions leads the 
Russian people to believe that a prd-oj^tive strike Is feeing prepared. 
However, all Russian forces are alert and will strike back should 
an attack come. 

The Russian people would prefer to live in peace with the Germans, 
and it should be noted that it will be the Germans who will be the 
ones to start any conflict. No stone will remain unturned by 
Russian diplomats in their search for a peaceful settlement* 
To the British Government: The Norwegian people have no need of 
protection from English forces after the movement of Russian forces 
into Norway. The presence of a large section of the British Navy 
in the Norwegian Sea can only lead to a situation which could easily 
lead to a conflict. However it is hoped that the Russian and British 
peoples should continue to live in peace. It should be noted, that 
the Russian people would be rather distressed if a conflict should 
break out. 



Constantinople . 

It is with deep regret, after long deliberation on continued French 
and Italian provocation, the coalition cabinet has decided that a 
state of War now exists between Turkey and the afore-mentioned 
countries. Our allies throughout Europe have already received 
notification of our intentions with regard to both France and Italy. 
Already Turks in fleets are at battle with an Italian counterpart 
in the Ionian Sea* and if successful will be a major step nearer 
to eventual occupation of the Italian peninsula. 
The Russian ambassador is expected within the next few days to 
discuss the worsening European situation with Sultan-A. It is 
expected that the two countries will reach agreement on several 
important issues affecting the general policy of both leaders. 

London . 

Once again the British press is silent. No news has reached the 
ALBION Central Press Agency. 



In the United States* where Styioaasy has becose sswothlng of a way 
of. life* bttas^argflswwts tmtktm* wfce $fam eej^r»ing the eesaaeot 
interidretatioA of verioo* jMs1att-e«MNt Itm il^^^^^l^Msl^ 
*wi»iBMii*'-i taw*s* |tei^^^^)|>i> postal I^Mmm^.; >-4 

fciwtf *m ti* li** e* 4Nr^^^M^» *is***i^tlse*iMw 
£iactt«8ed and argued at leftfth in the varies* awQr.firtaa^ Indeed ; 
even at this jsresent tint* different . sagasiass nay rule differently 1 
on t£e tm$ citation. s ~" ~ -'- f f x '^ - - x " '.^ * - • - f" 1 '^ 

in true British ttt^t^m t ha* ft* it* avowed policy to follow 
the *uSainatr^r« of Ideas an* ifi^j^tation#> and the fcoos* rub** 
were 3r«wn up wits thin policy part£ett£ar%y is «$pd» -However it 
is interesting and instructive wt|$» a ioo£ a# sop* of t>» 
aituMion* which have been boos and' fort* eter^tiie years, 

in particular when a jpeawOlftl situation; aria** in 
The Autwsn i$Q2 orders dir Austria are a case in point - store 
accfer&t&y orders l^SriiMito, A<A^b)«Tri supported by A<SwQ. 
What J$apgilas > if lite float cannot le^ve ' ftlserta. for sos© 'reason Ca 
otaa^off. with an Itfclia* Hoot for insl&aoe)? la the Austrian- 
float dislodged: by a SttperioT attfcek, eveft though the attack eofees 
froa herown u$&er No - this actuation to covered in th» rule 
boqki feowdvery the ^position dan |$t more coupler, as witness this 
article, reprinted ^freak SSOBPEiGKAfi ideue 84, with tb*j peraieeion 
of &e editor, <Tolm HeC^Llua. 

The QtUOjind I^ r ci4ent Situation. 

In femsmu 21« pubUs*** Oft the t6th *f August 19©*, Allan 

Calhaaer, the game 4 a inventor* playing fleraany, node tho following 

Mt of mows: 

Aray Hunich to Bohemia. 

Aray Kiel to feuiic&u 

Army Huhr support Anny Kiel to Munich. 

With his mom he seat tha foX^owin^ note*; ^rhaoo it i« not 
neceaaary, but 3^ a« «sontion that if my pi^oo faUo to gat out of 
Munich, it ia t^t diolodgtd by ay attoa^tod wft* in wit^ eu|rport. 
3Siio ia eio«era& ^ ^ of the oection *1fat Support Ordar 1 ", 
Tha gaaao&aater of tho^game, in hia ^utaiohod raply to the note, 
etated "W» are awara of thia # and in . fact d&pfitenad a note to 
&ie£ ifl^d^ai^l^ u^n reoaiot oi a recent iaeoe of BSOB 

wjiero^he <^^ ( ^paw^^*? 

The paeeagee of the ruXe oooje to which Allan Calhamer referred in 

his' nof^e *tre the ^ol^^winsi 1 ' 

'Equally well a^^jg$^4 units w^tiOn conflict in 1 the situations 

described unddr *Ctag|3icts f fi^vfi foiiow t^eae ruiee* > (tne 

•Conflicts* para^n^ gives the usual rules for atfead*off>. 

* . « . , ton order to ttave ( with support f against a unit 'belonging to 

the sette country as the aovin^ or supporting unit is of no effect; 

that is, a country fifty not force one of its Own uhits to retreat*. 

Siis combination of motes is often made* A country tries to move 
a unit out of the. space it is in* ^ It tries to follow is with another 
unit* This aoeead^Ktit is supported one or more tiseav The 
effects >ara then* if tha unit in- the. van succeeds in its ,atte«pt 
to move, that the following unit follows it if it is opposed by a 
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single enemy force, or, at the least t that it. stands the enemy off 
and leaves the space vacant, if it is) an- equally ■•ss^fcsrted 

force. 

Korebver, if the felt in ihe space doe* sot succeed in getting out, 
ttoe supported follo»-«ri» tibold stand off say equally supported hostile 
fsrec, and s«, in #tfe^#$ give support, standis*, *s the unit in the 
forefront of the battle* CaXhaner's statement shows that he 
intended that effect, 

&ave McDaniel/Steve Johnseone, the gamesmaster of the.KDBIpNIA^j 
game accepted Calhamer's position* His. remarks indicate that he 
held it before receiving Calhaaer's'note* As he was at the time 
a member of the group which played Diplomacy at LASFS the supposition 
is that that club also pjayed the game in that fashion. Moreover, 
in the following issue of IBJRI!MNIA there' was a letter from Jim 
Goldmen, objecting to a ''force attacked from two sides 1 ruling of 
HURITAtflA's but supporting Calhamer's position and stating that 
that was the interpretation used in the Sast Paterson, New Jersey, 
Diplomacy Club, ' In other words, the two most active Diplomacy 
clubs of the time were already playing the game in accordance with 
Calhamer's interpretation of the relevant rules as far as this move 
combination was concerned. Boardman had bound himself to be ruled 
by Calhamer's interpretations on all issues.* John £mythe and Dick 
Schultz, the only two other gamesmasters then publishing raised no 
objections, and we find a remarkable agreement in all quarters of 
the Diplomacy world. 

Then, in BARAD-DUR number 2J, published 13th of August 1966, almost 
exactly two years after the printing of Calhamer's statement the 
following set of moves appeared: 
England; Fleet Denmark to Kiel. 

Fleet North Sea to Denmark. 

Fleet Heligoland Bight support fleet North Sea to Denmark. 

Russia: Fleet Skagerrak to Denmark. 

Fleet Baltic support fleet Skagerrak to Denmark. 

The English fleet Denmark did not make it out of that province. 
The gamesmaster, Jack Chalker, ruled that the Russian forces 
succeeded in their attack on Denmark and the English fleet was 
annihilated* having.no available retreat. ' This was' at complete" 
variance with what had been during the previous two years the gener- 
ally accepted game. Alexis Oilliland, the player for England, 
resigned in protest. For a month or so there was a heated discussion 
in various parts of the Diplomatic press; Jack Chalker put the 
matter to a referendum among his players, who refused to support 
his stand; Chalker then reversed his ruling but as several moves 
had intervened, and as Gilliland had already resigned, this did the 
latter little good. 

I believe that every magazine now .publishing would rule that the 
fleet in Denmark would stand, and that the English and Russian attacks 
on it would stand each other off. f believe that any gamesmaster 
who knew anything of the rules and the history of rules discussion, 
would have so ruled at nay time after the publication of Calhamer's 
statement in 196^. Or that , if n©t t he would declare in advance that 
he was running the game under *uc^+e&d~euch deviations from the 
accepted standard* 



publi»S*d on Jaiy Utfe^9®* the pmMm of the editor; The 
issue i* devoteA^eatirelr to .cal» asd there en no Imw 

ths»;33 sspani&a i*e»s similar to the above in depth <sf research 
and reasoned argument*^ 

This issue of 3&£a3H|*3tAa is* to my mind r one of the most valuable 
items & ay saall eoliecfcioB.of Bj^omaoy * * gysino» « As further 
situations com* to £&kft ia^AX<8X0^;snBNMi which art referred to in 
BRMRMCWttlf toft taO^WBt ^octioa will bo af^ptintod for. the ffcrthsr 
ii»t*^tion of ftrttio* j*oao«i«»* — , ; 

It vill be a fair crfcbieisa of this isgueof J&BIQH that it consists, 
to « large extent; -of ropriiito *roa other ma£&s$nes« The Aaerdoan 
readership, in particular, will bo ro*reading articles they have 
already seen elsewhere. Our apologies as* duetto this eeotien , of 
tho readership for this state of affaire} however we intendjto 
continue this policy when appropriet* , . since this is by far tho boot 
method of spreading JMplomoy- saws 'and history. Around the British 
Isles, ourreotly bereft of the bulk of such information* Hopefully, 
those British readers who are Interested to 1 learn sore on. these 
linos will remedy too defect by obtaining issues of American- "tines, 
but until they know what magamises -are available, and which are. 
likely to bo soot useful,- questions of rule Interpretations etc. 
will bo handled in these pages. 

M8BS& TVQ - THE VOICE, 

Published byi the Bastem Coast branch Office of Entropy Press 
Intranational* ... /<;.■■.,-,■ 

Edited by* Jeff W. Key, P.O^Box 251 , Eatontown, New Jersey 0772 2 ** 
Subscription: 10 issues for 2,50 dollars. 

Average length: 15 pages (this figure is based on. the three copies 
I have, but two of these are combined into a composite issue , and 
hence the figure £ quote &ay be rather, smaller than it should be, 

Game contents , 

five -ge«e* are currently reported in SHE VOICE? of these. 1968CH 
is.a variant which ia^ludco Assyria * the 'remainder ore regular 
gnneo t at least to for as X can discern f rotf the novas* Tho ficfcunl 
reporting of the otoyea'is unusual « armies and fleets are fcumerieally 
designated | thus .an' order which we would report as A(Mua)~Kie might 
appear in T8E VOICE afc^2A Munich to Kiel, m addition, Jeff uses 
the effective system of printing sores that succeed in ma^aseule, 
those which fail in mil^seule. 

The numbering of the units is done for two reasons, as states the 
editor in Vol* t£X no* o, in answer to a few criticises; "the rules 
of sy set (1959 edition) call for it,., ..it was deleted by Games 
Research to cut down on cost* •••••and it makes keeping track of the 
game much easier"* Players are. not required to use the system, but 
it is requested in all communications with the gamesmaster* 



Like ALBICW (?>, THE VOICE has a s^f dedicated to its production. 
In addition to Jeff , «rfeUl«» on ttiting systems are written by 
Douglas Bayerlein, of the gates are gaao s i a s s tored by Loring 

Windblad, and Jeff*s wife, Mary Ann Key, hna r •feminine 1 pegs all 
to herself. Tbia latter page is currently used for the exchange 
•f recipes (Margaret has promised to eend the recipe for Yorkshire 
pudding sometime in the indeterminate future, thereby oreating a 
craze which should sweep the continent like hippydora). 
This variety makes THE VOICE very interesting to read, perhaps in 
a more serious rein than EREHWON (although it does have its lighter 
moments) fett I Would rega^ the reading as essential for any player 

gainiag a wider over-all risw •£ Diplomacy, 
Jeff takes his editing very seriously (as, of course, does the ALBION 
editor); recently he issued a most comprehensive questionnaire 
concerned with the format of the tangerine, the editorial policy etc. 
As is usual with these things, the response was by no means 100%, 
but those who did reply showed their enthusiasm for the nagazine 
and were notably unable to suggest any radical improvement, for the 
good reason that little improvement is possible. 
As an example of the lengths to which Jeff is prepared to go to 
satisfy his readers, he issued game reports at one stage which were 
not merely typed along the page, carriage return and repeat , but 
laid out newspaper style, which must have taken him a long time to 
type and arrange. I think he was relieved when the readers voted 
for the 'full-width-page 1 style in the questionnaire, and I for one 
don't blame him for preferring the style easier on the editor. 
One feature of THE VOICE on which I must comment specially is the 
clear crisp reproduction., Jeff works, not on stencils, but on what 
we would call a Banda duplicator, and the masters for this thing, 
as I know all too well, are not easy to type well, and harder to 
correct than a stencil. Despite this, THE VOICE is as clear as 
anyone could wish, and contains some really crisp cartoon work - 
in full colour, if you will believe itl To go to the trouble of 
printing colour cartoons argues a most enthusiastic editorial 
policy, and this is typical of Jeff** approach. 

THE VOICE is highly recommended by ALBION and should be rated, along 
with EREHWON, in the 'top few*. I am very glad that Jeff has agreed 
to trade his magazine with me. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XJUUC XJ U L X^ 

This series will continue in a future issue; however this may not 
be the next issue, since there are no more magazines of which I have 
sufficient knowledge to produce a worthwhile report. In the next 
few weeks, I hope to be getting a large stack of back copies of 
DIPLOMAJfIA and DIPLOPHOBIA , Don Miller's magazines, and it is 
likely that the series will re-commence with a report on these. 

What's this? . Two regular articles disappearing from ALBION after 
so short a time??? Ah but, dear reader, you do not know of the 
plans we have for NEW articles. 

(Anyone got any ideas for new articles?) 
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' ■'■ ' ALBIflff SPECIAL REPORT, 

v • • ' PABUBHENT - by Miohael Hetharcot . . 

Knowing of my interest in the political manoeuvres and cavortings 
which so delight the Central European mind, your Editor, that paragon 
of virtue and mathematical ^brinkmanship, commissioned tlie writer to 
make a long and hazardous journey to that hub of intrigue and 
machiavellianiBn - Snobodia. 

Setting up his headquarters at the Grand Lux Hotel (bathnight Friday, 
hot. water, female attendant 3 Crowns) ^our correspondent Was soon 
immersed in the .gay and vibrant life of the capital city, Blinkinberg, 
with its gay light fingered people, whose smiling faces have so often 
trapped the unwary tourist into pprting with. his last Crown on 
some worthless trashy trinket. .Set on the banks of the mighty : 
Drinka river the towers of the BlancoLota (White Castle) can be 
seen from St., Botolph's Square, heart of the capital. Here stands 
the Royal Palace of Don 1st and'the Kakelhausen "or Parlement 'build- 
ings. 

To those of you 'whose knowledge of Snobodia is merely that of a name 
in the history book, I must explain something of the recent past. 
The Snobs are an ancient and proud race, kinfolk to the Slavs and 
Brats whose ancestors first crossed the Drinka plains towards the 
end of the Roman Empire in the late third century A.D. In the 
ensuing sixteen centuries the country was only independent for a 
short time j it broke away from the Austrian hegemony in 1842. 
Yet the desire for national sovereignty never diminished and the 
spirit of self-determination often irrupted into revolutionary 
warfare. Snobodia gained her full nationhood as a result of the 
recent peace treaty, largely through the efforts of Charles E. 
Welle j former adviser to the President Wilson. Wells was instrum- 
ental in drawing up the constitution and restoring the Tumbrill 
dynasty to its rightful, throne. 

Snobodia is a small country with a population of just under two 
million. It is mainly agricultural and is economically dependent 
on its production of root crops and vegetables. There is a growing 
Baked Bean industry, largely concentrated in Blinkinberg and the 
Eastern Region market town of Vindrauchbad. 

Administratively the country is divided into five Regions, North, 
Capital, West, East and South. Communications are still primitive 
in the extreme, the only double-track main line railway runs across 
the country from East to West linking the capital with Prague and 
Vienna. Roads, outside the chief towns, are almost non-existent - 
one reason for the lack of petrol-driven transport. The motor car 
is a treasured rarity, the only gasolene station sells a potent 
mixture of pure alcohol and sludge oil - a state of affairs hardly 
conducive to the rapid expansion of a twentieth- century transport 
system. The radio station is situated in one' of the towers of 
the BlancoLota; comprising a spark transmitter it provides an 
excellent source of high-frequency static. Newspapers abound - 
Snobodia has the highest literacy rating in any country in Central 
Europe - all the political parties own at least one Daily. The 
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printing industry employe a large p^ehtage *f the urban population. 

Don 1st is an industrious and hi#>-*ind*d ruler*, He take* « ST** 1 * 
interest in the affairs of hia subjects; Wli'liked by all political 
factions he is known to be on friendly, terms with most' of the party 
leaders* His hobby and; first love is the: js'tu'dy of military science, 
and one room of the Palace is adorned with maps, charts etc* As 
■titular head of the armed forces he often" engages, in mock battles 
with the members of his general staff. 

All adult males have the vote, there being a total electorate "of 
about' one million. Party allegiance is- almost non-existent , each 
section or bloc of the population has only its own interests at 
heart and will therefore give- its votes to the 'party whic^h panders . 
most to its individual foibles* Broadly speal&ng the parties of 
the left appeal to. the Workers and Intelligentsia, Whilst the 
Peasants and Catholics look t<> the right. The voting blocs are:- ' 
Workers, Intelligentsia, Bourgeoisie , 'Catholics and Peasants. The 
blocs are unevenly distributed throughout the Regions. ' The largest 
concentration is the Catholic bloc in the Northern Region which 
contains more than half of the total membership of all the blocs in, 
the North. The smallest bloc is the .I^teHigehtsia; relatively 
weak in terms of voting power, they come second to the Workers in 
the Capital. ■ 

The Kakelhauseh (Parlement) is a one chamber legislature, of 50 
members. Blectibhs are held 5-yearly, or in accordance with the 
provisions of the constitution. The parties, from left to right, 
are:- Communist : , Socialist, Radical, Centre, Conservative, Monarchist, 
Nationalist. As a result of the recent constitutional 'referendum 
seats' in the Kakel are. distributed as follows:- 1 

Communist 10-. Socialist^. Radical 6. Centre 6* Conservative 6. 
Monarchist 6. Nationalist 10. 

It is hoped that a Government will soon be formed, but this must 
await the appointment of Party Leaders by the. King. • 

The workings of the Parlementary system, electoral laws etc. are 
most elaborately detailed in the constitution of Charles Wells, which 
can be purchased from the King through his legation at Timperley. 
ALBION- readers are most strongly recommended to change few shillings 
into Crowns for this purpose. (£1 = k crowns). 

British political •know-how' is respected in Snobodia. All* the 
parties require first-class leadership and are seeking outside 
assistance - in fact. all facets of Snobodian cultural, : economic and 
social activities are open to investigation and analysis. The 
King is seeking a first-rate Geographer and economist - even the 
Royal Coat of Arms needs redrawing. All readers who wish to take - 
part in. the creation of the Snobodian State should; contact the King. 
Ideas, clean suggestions and friendly comments will receive the 
attention they, deserve. . .. " 

Michael Nethercot. 
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MISCELLANY . 

Further orders for the rules of PAHLEMENT have been flooding in. 
Colin Newcombe and Chris Hancock have now got copies, end the 
sounds of serious and concentrated thought are reaching the ALBION 
offices from far-off Chelmsford and Congleton D 

NOTE something which I failed to note when commenting on the availability 

of the PARLEMENT rules in ALBION number 3 - the fact that the price 

is now higher than originally. Copies are now on sale for 10/-, 

which gives the distributor perhaps Id. per copy. 

Apologies to those who considered buying previously, but perhaps 

put off the day of reckoning. They will now have to cough up V- 

extra. However the rules are still ludicrously cheap, compared 

with the prices we are accustomed to paying for games from Avalon 

Hill etc. 

Which brings me to an awkward point - the cost of providing ALBION 
to you good people. I used to have a source of free paper - rather 
irregular, agreed, but nevertheless useful. This source has now 
dried up, perraanently as far as I can see, and therefore it is now 
costing me '..lore to produce ALBION than I had originally anticipated. 
In addition, with the number of pages increasing in leaps and bounds, 
the cost of stencils is naturally going up per issue (a stencil costs 
1/-, and the correcting fluid averages out at £A,326-7-2d„ per page.) 

However, joking apart, the time is rapidly approaching when I will 
have to put up subscription rates to those who obtain the magazine 
in other ways than trading. The details are not worked out yet, 
so at least you will get issue number 5 at normal price, but this 
is a grim warning that at sometime in the future I will be asking 
you to dip into your pockets to a small extent. Hopefully, the 
increase will be marginal - I'm not interested in profits and am 
quite happy to accept a small loss, but there is a limit. 

You will have noticed that there is no French cartoon in this issue. 
This is not intended to be a permanent omission, and readers will 
rejoice to hear that we hope to continue publishing such cartoons 
whenever they are available. 

And so, here endeth the lesson. Your weary editor, fingers worn 
to the knuckle, packs away the typewriter until next time. 

ALBION number *f ends.... 



HERE 



